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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SEDGLEY 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954 
which  in  general  has  been  remarkably  free  from  serious  Infectious 
Diseases.  One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  notified  and  has  been 
further  commented  on  in  the  appropriate  section  of  the  Report. 
The  highest  incidence  in  Infectious  Diseases  was  found  in  Whooping 
Cough  numbering  21  and  in  Pneumonia  numbering  14,  but  on  the 
whole  it  has  been  remarkably  quiet  in  this  field  with  a  total  number 
of  only  58  notifications. 

From  the  Graph  of  Vital  Statistics  we  learn  that  there  has  been 
a  further  increase  in  population  which  now  amounts  to  23,860. 
Since  the  year  1949  the  line  graph  has  shown  a  continued  upward 
trend. 

An  increase  is  noted  in  Deaths  from  All  Causes  which  in  fact 
already  started  in  the  year  1948  and  is  mainly  due  to  an  ageing 
population.  Of  the  total  number  of  742  deaths  465  were  due  to 
Cancer,  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System,  Heart  Disease, 
other  Circulatory  Diseases  and  Bronchitis.  These  are  diseases  mainly 
affecting  aged  people. 

The  Infantile  Death  rate  does  not  reflect  the  actual  Sedgley 
rate  as  according  to  G.R.O.  Circular  (M.O.H.)  No.  4,  1952  the 
Infantile  Death  rate  includes  infantile  deaths  in  Burton  Road 
Hospital.  I  have  therefore  registered  those  death  rates  separately 
and  have  mentioned  on  the  table  of  Infantile  Deaths  the  appropriate 
rate  for  Sedgley.  This  same  administrative  measure  was  also  the 
factor  which  suddenly  increased  the  deaths  from  all  causes  in  the 
previous  year  and  has  been  commented  on  in  page  4  of  the  Annual 
Report  1953. 
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There  were  in  fact  9  Infantile  Deaths  in  Sedgley  in  the  year 
1954  and  only  2  of  which  might  have  been  preventable.  The  In¬ 
fantile  Death  rate  for  Sedgley  proper  is  therefore  29.6  against  a 
total  Infantile  Death  rate  of  42.76.  The  year  1954  further  records 
a  decline  in  births  with  a  rate  of  12.74  against  13.18  in  the  previous 
year.  The  most  likely  explanation  of  this  feature  is  the  introduction 
of  family  planning  and  the  rehousing  of  large  sections  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  in  new  estates  where  rents  are  higher,  which  together  with 
the  steady  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  takes  a  considerable  slice 
out  of  the  family  income. 

With  regard  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  the  notifications  have 
shown  an  encouraging  picture  and  declined  from  26  in  the  previous 
year  to  13.  The  deaths  increased  slightly  to  a  total  number  of  7. 

The  Council  has  maintained  its  progress  in  Housing  and  De¬ 
velopment  and  in  the  year  1953  a  start  was  made  with  the  large 
clearance  programme  which  has  been  envisaged  for  the  next  five 
years,  with  the  Hermit  Street  Clearance  Area.  On  the  5th  October, 
1954,  further  Official  Representations  were  made  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  with  regard  to  the  Kent  Street  No.  1  and  Kent 
Street  No.  2  Clearance  Areas  comprising  in  total  27  houses  with 
87  inhabitants. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  Urban  District  has  been  satisfactory 
and  a  comprehensive  report  on  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
has  been  contributed  by  our  Surveyor. 

The  report  also  comments  on  the  progress  made  with  the 
Municipal  Cemetery  administered  by  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
Sedgley  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Dudley  Corporation.  It 
was  opened  for  burials  during  the  year. 

From  an  epidemiological  point  of  view  the  year  1954  has  been 
exceptionally  uneventful  but  from  the  point  of  Clearance  and 
Housing  it  maintained  its  steady  progress,  while  in  the  problem  of 
Tuberculosis  Rehousing  the  Urban  District  Council  has  at  all  times 
given  the  greatest  assistance  and  on  which  we  can  look  with  pride 
and  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


July,  1955. 


S.  C.  J.  FALKMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  P>54 

Area:  3,830  acres. 

Population:  23,860. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses:  6,725. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:  £417. 

Rateable  Value:  £106,638. 

General  Rate:  23/6d. 

Birth  Rate:  12.74;  England  and  Wales:  15.2. 

Average  Birth  Rate  for  ten  previous  years:  15.88  (Sedgley). 

Death  Rate:  31.09;  England  and  Wales:  11.3. 

Average  Death  Rate  for  ten  previous  years:  12.44  (Sedgley). 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  per  1,000  Births:  42.76. 

England  and  Wales:  25.5. 

Average  Infantile  Death  Rate  for  ten  previous  years  36.05 

(Sedgley). 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  7 
From  other  Tuberculosis  Diseases:  0 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate:  0.29 

From  other  Tuberculosis  Diseases:  Nil 

Average  death  rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  for  ten  previous 
years:  0.34  (Sedgley). 

Average  death  rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  ten  previous 
years:  0.067  (Sedgley). 

The  number  of  deaths  and  death  rate  per  million  population  for 
England  and  Wales  during  the  year  1954  are  as  follows:— 


NUMBERS 

RATE 

Males 

Fe¬ 

Total  Males 

Fe¬ 

Total 

males 

males 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

4,948 

2,121 

7,069 

232 

92 

160 

Other  Tuberculosis 

447 

383 

830 

21 

17 

19 

7 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


TOTAL 

M. 

F. 

Birth  Rate 

Live  Births 

304 

148 

156 

12.74 

Legitimate 

299 

144 

155 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

1 

Stillbirths:  Total  10. 

Rate  per 

1,000  Total 

Births  . . 

31.84 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth :  1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  (13)  . .  . .  42.76 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  (6)  43.48 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  93 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . .  2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  . 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


M. 

5 


F. 

2 


3 

11 


30 

4 

30 

31 
6 

74 

18 

1 

4 

32 
7 
2 
1 
3 
2 

1 

81 

1 

7 

3 


10 

15 

5 

19 

4 

47 

10 

10 

91 

10 

1 

3 

13 

1 

5 
1 


1 

5 

119 

1 

12 


TOTAL 


357  385 


AGE-GROUPS  and  LOCALITY-DISTRIBUTION  OP  INPECTIOUS  DISEASES 

(excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  in  1954 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  1954 


Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week  j 

1  to  2  weeks  | 

2  to  3  weeks  j 

3  to  4  weeks  J 

Total  under 

1  month 

1 

1  to  3  months  | 

3  to  6  months  j 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1  year 

Prematurity 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Congenital  Heart 

Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hydrocephalus 

1 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

2 

—  - 

— 

9 

In  Burton  Rd.  Hospital 

Spina  Bifida 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Intracranial 

Haemorrhage 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

3 

i 

10 

1 

2 

— 

— 

13 

Infantile  Death  Rate: — 

Sedgley  Proper:  29.6. 

Total  Infantile  Death  Rate:  42.76. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  Sedgley  Urban  District 
during  the  reporting  year. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  office  in  virtue  of  a  joint 
appointment  by  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council,  the  Tettenhall 
Urban  District  Council  and  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  Of 
his  time  5/llths  is  devoted  to  the  Sedgley  Urban  District,  2/llths 
to  the  Tettenhall  Urban  District  and  4/llths  to  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council.  As  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  he  is  in  charge 
of  School  Medical  Inspections,  School  Clinics,  Minor  Ailment 
Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics;  of  Examination 
under  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933,  Ascertainment  of 
Handicapped  Pupils  and  Medical  Examinations  of  Entrants  to  the 
Teaching  Profession.  In  addition  to  the  General  Public  Health  duties 
for  the  Urban  Districts  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  examines 
Applicants  for  Superannuation  purposes. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  also  a  qualified  Meat  and 
Food  Inspector  is  a  full  time  officer  appointed  solely  by  the  Local 
Authority.  His  duties  are  concerned  with  General  Sanitation  and 
Food  Hygiene,  Housing  and  Re-housing,  Demolition  and  Slum 
Clearance,  Improvement  Grants  and  the  issuing  of  Certificates  of 
Disrepair.  He  further  deals  with  Meat  Inspection,  Public  Cleansing, 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  and  acts  as  Rodent  Officer, 
Welfare  Officer  in  Civil  Defence,  and  as  Inspector  of  Taxi  Cabs. 
In  these  duties  he  is  assisted  by  one  Assistant  and  a  pupil  Inspector. 

All  the  functions  of  the  Health  Department  are  discharged 
under  the  general  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  according  to  Sec.  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside 
London)  Regulations  1935. 

Public  Health  and  Sanitary  matters  are  brought  forward  in  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  while  Housing  and  Rehousing  matters 
are  dealt  with  in  the  Housing  Committee  and  the  Housing  (Tenancies) 
Committee.  These  three  Committees  meet  once  monthly. 

Three  Health  Visitors  under  the  direction  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  cover  the  areas  in  Goldthorn  Park,  Sedgley,  Upper  Gornal 
and  Lower  Gornal.  Since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  Health  Services  are  provided 
by  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  services  have  therefore  become  a  County  Council  respon¬ 
sibility: — 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

2.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

3.  Health  Visiting. 

4.  Home  Nursing. 

5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

6.  Ambulance  Services. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness;  Care  and  After-Care. 

8.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

9.  Duties  connected  with  Lunacy  and  Mental  Health. 

10.  Provision  of  Health  Centres. 
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No  Health  Centres  are  in  existence  in  the  Sedgley  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  but  negotiations  have  continued  for  some  time  with  the  Local 
Health  Authority  regarding  future  sites  and  construction  of  such 
centres. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and 
Orthopaedic  Clinics.  The  various  age  groups  are  examined  periodi¬ 
cally  and  from  the  School  Inspections  referred  to  these  Clinics  or 
to  the  General  Practitioner  if  so  required. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  is  provided  for  cases  of  under-nutrition  or  under¬ 
development.  In  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  if  deemed  necessary, 
special  steps  are  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  School  Authorities 
to  exclude  scholars,  who  have  been  in  contact  with  such  disease. 
Protective  measures,  immunisation  and  isolation  are  furthermore 
under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  School-Dental-E.N.T.-and  Eye  Clinics  provided  in  the 
Urban  District  are  given  in  a  separate  table  together  with  sessions 
for  speech  therapy. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  maintains  Ante-Natal  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Sedgley,  Upper  Gornal  and  Lower 
Gornal  areas.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  in  addition 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  their  own  Hospitals  and  Departments  in  the 
Wolverhampton,  Dudley  and  Birmingham  areas  which  are  easily 
accessible  to  the  population  of  the  Urban  District. 

The  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home  which  forms  part  of 
the  Burton  Road  Hospital,  and  Wordsley  Hospital,  are  under  the 
administration  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  They  provide  ac¬ 
commodation  for  cases  referred  or  booked  from  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  or  by  General  Practitioners.  Cases  wishing  to  remain  at 
home  are  delivered  by  the  County  Midwives,  who,  if  so  required, 
can  call  for  the  obstetric  assistance  of  a  General  Practitioner. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  also  provides  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  deformed,  mentally  sub-normal  and  handicapped 
children.  These  cases  are  selected  from  School  Medical  Inspections 
and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  or  referred  by  General  Practitioners. 
Illegitimate,  homeless  and  neglected  children  are  provided  for  in 
Nurseries,  Children’s  Homes  and  Remand  Homes  of  which  there 
are  17  in  the  County.  One  home,  the  Dibdale  Children’s  Home,  is 
situated  in  the  Urban  District  while  a  Nursery  is  forming  part  of 
the  Burton  Road  Hospital. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  former  Public  Assistance 
Services  ceased  and  were  taken  over  by  the  National  Assistance 
Board  under  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance.  The  functions  of 
the  Relieving  Officers  have  therefore  been  discontinued  and  replaced 
by  the  Officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board.  The  National 
Assistance  Board  holds  no  office  in  the  Sedgley  Urban  District. 

As  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  everyone  is  now 
medically  insured,  the  medical  supervision  and  treatment  of  ne¬ 
cessitous  cases  has  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Prac¬ 
titioners  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Other  classes  of  neces¬ 
sitous  cases,  such  as  homeless,  abandoned  or  neglected  individuals, 
are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Welfare  Authorities. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Hospital  treatment  for  cases  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease 
and  in  need  of  such  treatment  is  provided  in  Moxley  Hospital  and 
the  Stallings  Lane  Hospital.  Hospital  admissions  and  discharges 
from  and  to  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  are  notified  to  the  Sedgley 
Health  Department.  These  hospitals  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Birmingham  Hospital  Board. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Institutions  are  maintained  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  No  Tu¬ 
berculosis  Dispensary  is  operated  in  the  Sedgley  Urban  District. 
The  visiting  of  Tuberculous  patients  with  their  care  and  after-care 
is  under  the  administration  of  the  County  Council.  Dispensaries 
are  situated  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton  and  several  Sanatoria 
are  available. 


SMALL-POX 

Cases  of  suspected  Smallpox  are  notified  to  the  Smallpox 
Consultant  in  cases  of  doubt  who  takes  further  charge  of  the  disposal 
of  the  case.  Local  protective  and  preventive  measures  are  under  the 
direction  of  the  Health  Department. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a  Vaccination  Centre 
in  Sedgley,  but  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  Medical  Prac¬ 
titioner  by  those  who  wish  themselves  or  their  children  vaccinated. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  is 
undertaken  in  the  Child  Welfare  and  School  Clinics,  while  special 
Immunisation  Sessions  in  Schools  provide  for  an  increase  in  the 
immunity  of  the  child  population. 
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Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  Area  Office  in  Brierley 
Hill  to  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  through  the  Sedgley  Public 
Health  Department  to  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict.  Vaccination  Lymph  can  be  obtained  from  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Stafford. 


AMBULANCES 

The  Ambulance  Services  are  operated  by  the  County  Council. 
Transport  for  the  Sedgley  population  is  directed  and  operated  from 
the  Coseley  Ambulance  Centre.  For  Infectious  Diseases  the  Am¬ 
bulance  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  Stafford. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

1.  The  Quadrant,  Sedgley— 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

Friday  morning  fortnightly. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINIC 

Wednesday  afternoon  weekly. 

SCHOOL  CLINIC 

Wednesday  morning  fortnightly. 

SPEECH  THERAPY 

Tuesday  all  day  weekly. 

DENTAL  CLINIC 

Saturday  morning  weekly. 

2.  Bleakhouse,  Upper  Gornal — 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

Friday  morning  fortnightly. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINIC 

Tuesday  afternoon  weekly. 

SCHOOL  CLINIC 

Tuesday  morning  weekly. 

EYE  CLINIC 

Periodically. 

E.N.T.  CLINIC 

Periodically. 

3.  Lower  Gornal — 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINIC 

Friday  afternoon  weekly. 

SCHOOL  CLINIC 

Friday  morning  fortnightly. 

The  days  and  times  at  which  Clinics  are  held  are  liable  to 
alteration  from  year  to  year. 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

SCHOOL  CANTEENS  IN  THE  SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Circular  272  of  the  15th  January,  1954,  from  the  Ministry  of 
Education  stated  that  the  Minister  had  under  consideration  pre¬ 
cautions  necessary  to  avoid  food  poisoning  in  the  service  of  meals 
in  school  canteens,  while  the  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act, 
1954,  is  intended  to  secure  better  hygienic  conditions  in  places  where 
food  is  prepared  or  served. 

As  I  am  and  always  have  been  aware  of  the  danger  of  food 
poisoning  occurring  in  Canteens  and  Restaurants  I  have,  since  my 
appointment  inspected  the  Bakeries,  Restaurants  and  Work  Can¬ 
teens  in  the  Sedgley  Urban  District,  a  report  on  which  appeared  in 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1954,  I  completed  the  inspection 
of  Canteens  by  visiting  the  school  premises  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 
District  to  investigate  the  places  from  where  the  food  is  distributed  to 
the  pupils  and  staffs  of  the  various  schools.  School  meals  are  supplied 
by  the  Civic  Restaurant  to  the  Red  Hall,  Robert  Street,  Upper  Gornal 
and  Queen  Victoria  Schools  while  the  Infant  Department  of  the 
Queen  Victoria  School,  the  Roman  Catholic  School  and  the  Infant 
School  in  Goldthorn  Park,  are  supplied  by  the  kitchen  of  the  Gold- 
thorn  Park  Infant  School. 

A  report  regarding  the  kitchen  of  the  Civic  Restaurant  has 
already  been  given  in  the  previous  year.  The  staff  in  the  Civic  Res¬ 
taurant  was  not  medically  examined  for  the  chronic  carrier  state  of 
Infectious  Disease  as  is  done  by  the  County  Council  for  staff  working 
in  School  Canteens.  It  was  of  course  unnecessary  to  introduce  this 
measure  for  the  existing  staff  who  has  worked  there  for  a  considerable 
time  but  a  medical  examination  of  new  staff  on  appointment  would 
be  exceedingly  wise.  The  recommendation  of  examining  food 
handlers  for  the  chronic  carrier  state  when  newly  appointed  to  the 
kitchen  of  the  British  Restaurant  was  accepted  by  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  6th  April,  1954. 

Goldthorn  Park  Infants  School 

The  kitchen  of  the  Goldthorn  Park  Infants  School  is  most 
satisfactory,  containing  modern  equipment  for  mass  catering,  a 
large  modern  refrigerator,  adequate  storage  space  and  a  pantry. 
The  washing  boards  are  of  Rne  wood  without  cracks  or  fissures. 
The  only  disadvantage  is  that  the  coke  heater  for  the  hot  water  tank 
is  standing  in  the  kitchen,  generating  dust  in  the  stoking  process.  It 
should  have  been  built  in  a  separate,  closed  off  compartment. 

Ventilation,  cleanliness  and  lighting  are  most  satisfactory  and 
an  abundant  supply  of  hot  water  is  available. 
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Red  Hall  School 

Cleanliness  was  very  satisfactory,  and  hot  water  for  the  washing 
of  crockery  is  available.  Lighting  and  ventilation  are  adequate  and 
this  place  is  more  a  distribution  centre  for  meals  rather  than  a 
Canteen. 

Robert  Street  School 

Is  also  a  distribution  centre  for  meals.  Natural  lighting  could 
be  improved;  ventilation  is  adequate.  As  the  hot  water  is  also  piped 
to  the  boys’  cloakroom,  the  hot  water  supply  is  sometimes  unsatis¬ 
factory  when  much  use  has  been  made  of  it  in  the  cloakroom.  This 
difficulty  would  be  overcome  if  a  master  key  could  cut  off  the  supply 
to  that  room.  This  matter  has  already  been  taken  up  by  the  Head¬ 
master  with  the  Education  Authorities.  Cleanliness  was  very  satis¬ 
factory.  The  hot  water  supply  has  now  been  improved  and  a  master 
key  fitted. 

Upper  Gonial  School 

Natural  lighting  could  also  be  improved  here  as  the  distribution 
centre  is  rather  gloomy.  Hot  water  supply  is  adequate  and  cleanliness 
very  satisfactory.  Ventilation  is  adequate. 


Dining  Centres.  Queen  Victoria  and  Oormston  Schools 

Ventilation,  cleanliness  and  lighting  are  most  satisfactory.  The 
hot  water  supply  is  adequate.  I  was  informed  that  every  precaution 
is  taken  in  the  cleaning  of  dishes  and  crockery. 


Roman  Catholic  School 

This  school  was  built  in  1825  and  caters  for  approximately 
231  pupils.  Conditions  here  proved  unsatisfactory.  For  231  pupils 
only  four  small  washing  basins  and  a  large  sink  were  available  in 
the  cloakroom  where  also  the  pegs  for  the  children’s  coats  are  fixed. 
Poor  lighting  and  ventilation  constituted  a  problem.  The  number  of 
pegs  was  completely  inadequate  so  that  two  or  three  coats  had  to 
be  hung  on  one  peg  with  the  result  that  some  of  the  coats  fell  off 
and  lay  on  the  floor,  often  meeting  with  damp  or  water.  In  this 
narrow,  unhygienic  room  the  washing  of  dishes  and  crockery  took 
place,  which,  due  to  lack  of  storage  facilities,  had  to  be  deposited 
on  the  floor  after  washing.  An  even  worse  picture  was  shown  in  the 
actual  distribution  centre  situated  in  a  corner  of  a  packed  classroom. 
The  drums  are  emptied  here  and  the  food  distributed  from  one 
single  hot  plate  oven.  As  this  classroom  is  used  in  the  evenings  for 
social  gatherings,  it  is  for  this  reason  given  less  opportunity  to  be 
thoroughly  cleaned  and  dusted. 


17 


These  findings  were  reported  to  the  County  School  Medical 
Officer  and  in  consequence  the  following  improvements  are  intended 
for  the  Roman  Catholic  School: — 

1.  A  lean-to  to  be  built  on  to  the  present  scullery  and  rear 

classroom. 

2.  This  classroom  will  be  evacuated  and  used  as  a  dining  hall. 

3.  Three  new  classrooms  to  be  built  on  a  plot  of  land  just  be¬ 

hind  the  old  school  which  ultimately  will  form  part  of  a 
new  school  with  its  main  entrance  from  Catholic  Lane. 
This  new  school  would  contain  6  teaching  rooms,  a  craft 
room  and  a  school  hall. 


Dormston  School  Kitchen 

This  kitchen  which  caters  for  both  the  Boys  and  Girls  School 
was  inspected  by  me  on  the  4th  March,  1954.  60  meals  were  served 
to  the  Boys  School,  120  meals  to  the  Girls  School  and  about  16  meals 
to  the  staff.  An  average  of  200  meals  were  served  regularly  per  day. 
Heating,  Lighting  and  Ventilation  in  this  kitchen  were  adequate. 
A  large  Refrigerator  is  available  in  the  store  room,  which,  as  I  was 
informed  will  be  rebuilt  in  the  near  future,  and  divided  into  two 
compartments.  Cleanliness  in  the  kitchen  was  most  satisfactory  and 
cooking  is  done  on  gas  in  fairly  newly  installed  ovens  and  boilers. 

One  serious  feature  in  this  kitchen  is  the  presence  of  two 
lavatories,  opening  into  the  kitchen  premises.  This  is  in  contravention 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Sec.  13(1). 

This  matter  was  therefore  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Education 
Authority  without  delay.  No  improvement  in  this  serious  defect 
was  effected  during  the  reporting  year,  but  a  start  will  be  made  in 
the  month  of  March,  1955. 
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HEALTH  CENTRES 

At  present  there  are  three  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Sedgley 
Urban  District,  which  are  also  used  as  Clinic  Centres.  The  Lower 
Gornal  Centre  is  accommodated  in  the  rear  part  of  the  Zoar  Chapel 
which  is  in  reality  a  Youth  Centre  furnished  with  a  billiard  table. 
Clinic  arrangements  are  primitive  as  no  doctor’s  room  is  available 
and  a  consulting  space  is  screened  off  in  the  billiard  room.  On  frosty 
days  this  place  is  very  cold. 

The  Bleakhouse  Centre  in  Upper  Gornal  is  accommodated  in 
an  old  dwelling  house  converted  for  this  purpose.  It  is  an  old  chilly 
place  suffering  much  from  dampness  and  in  the  winter  constituting 
a  real  problem  in  heating. 

The  Quadrant  Clinic  is  the  only  modern  Centre  in  the  Urban 
District  and  the  greatest  need  for  a  Centre  exists  therefore  not  in 
Sedgley,  Goldthorn  Park  or  Upper  Gornal  but  in  Lower  Gornal 
and  it  is  therefore  regrettable  that  a  Centre  for  this  Area  has  not 
been  earmarked  yet.  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  ultimately  Health 
Centres  have  been  earmarked  in 

1.  Dudding  Road,  Goldthorn  Park. 

2.  Land  adjoining  Ladies  Walk,  High  Holborn,  Sedgley. 


CARAVAN  DWELLERS 

This  problem  crops  up  at  regular  intervals  and  in  the  month  of 
February  gypsies  settled  on  a  plot  of  vacant  land  opposite  the  new 
Cemetery  in  Chase  Road,  Gornal  Wood.  31  people  resident  in  the 
Cinder  Road,  Chase  Road,  and  Brookbank  Road  area  of  Gornal 
and  in  Smithy  Lane,  Pensnett,  sent  a  petition  to  the  County  Health 
Department  complaining  of  nuisance  and  indecent  exposure  by  the 
caravan  dwellers.  No  petition  was  addressed  to  the  Sedgley  Urban 
District  or  to  the  Sedgley  Health  Department.  Such  practices  should 
cease  as  the  matter  was  one  entirely  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Urban  District  and  the  bypassing  of  the  Local  Health  Department 
is  not  conducive  in  maintaining  good  relations  between  Authorities 
especially  since  in  this  particular  instance  the  Local  Authority  had 
already  taken  steps  to  evacuate  the  gypsies  from  the  mentioned 
plot  of  land.  In  my  report  for  the  months  of  July  and  August,  1954, 
I  pointed  out  that  I  tended  to  agree  with  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
that  the  only  way  to  arrange  for  a  sanitary  policy  and  sanitary  ac¬ 
commodation  in  such  encampments  was  to  provide  a  camping  site 
for  gypsies  if  the  steps  already  taken  by  the  Urban  District  proved 
unsuccessful  in  the  future  and  gypsies  found  their  way  again  to 
other  sites  in  the  Urban  District, 
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FOOD  POISONING 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  have  occurred  in  the  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  during  the  year. 

CASES  ADMITTED  TO  HOSPITAL 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  was  6: — 

Moxley  Hospital — 

Tonsillitis  ?  Diphtheria  . .  . .  2 

Influenza  ?  Poliomyelitis  . .  . .  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  . .  . .  . .  1 

Borough  Hospital,  Wolverhampton — 

Typhoid  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Stallings  Lane  Hospital — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 


SWABS  AND  SPECIMENS  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory:— 


Throat  Swabs 

Nose  Swabs 

Laryngeal  Swabs 

Swabs  from  throat  and  tongue 

Faeces 

Sputa  Swabs 

Cultures  for  Myco-Tuberculosis 
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6 

2 

2 

5 

201 

88 


The  great  majority  of  these  Sputa  Swabs  were  submitted  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


TYPHOID 

On  the  28th  April,  1954,  the  Sanitary  Department  was  informed 
per  telephone  that  a  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  a  child  of  2  years 
3  months  had  been  transferred  from  the  Royal  Hospital,  Wolver¬ 
hampton,  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  case  had  been  in  the  Royal 
Hospital  for  a  week  before  transfer. 

All  investigations  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Department 
during  my  absence  at  the  Royal  Sanitary  Congress,  and  on  my 
return  on  the  3rd  May  specimens  were  collected  from  all  close 
contacts  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Stafford. 
None  of  these  contacts  were  employed  as  Food  Handlers.  Milk 
and  Water  supplies  were  satisfactory  and  no  particular  meals  or 
foods  could  be  incriminated  as  most  members  of  the  family  and  the 
twin  brothers  had  all  partaken  from  the  same  meals.  No  further 
cases  developed.  The  Laboratory  investigation  of  specimens  proved 
negative  for  all  contacts, 
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PROPAGANDA  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

This  year  as  in  the  previous  year  we  availed  ourselves  of  the 
opportunity  given  by  the  Central  Council  of  Information  to  place 
advertisements  in  the  local  Press  in  order  to  encourage  Diphtheria 
Immunisation.  Three  advertisements  were  placed  in  the  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Chronicle  on  28th  January,  18th  February  and  11th 
March,  1955. 

GENERAL  MEASURES 

School  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  received  by  the 
Health  Department  and  carefully  studied  for  any  features  necessi¬ 
tating  prompt  action  and  location. 

When  desirable  the  schools  are  disinfected  while  terminal  dis¬ 
infection  of  premises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to 
infection  is  carried  out  in  all  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Tuberculosis,  Cancer  and  other  cases  of  long  standing  disease. 

Disinfection  is  attained  by  the  use  of  formaldehyde  lamps  and 
disinfectant  fluid. 

DISINFECTION  OF  CONTAMINATED  CLOTHING  AND  BEDDING 

An  arrangement  was  made  with  the  Dudley,  Stourbridge  and 
District  Hospital  Board  for  the  disinfection  of  contaminated  clo¬ 
thing  and  bedding  if  the  need  should  arise  and  this  arrangement 
was  confirmed  on  the  23rd  February,  1954. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  Section  47 

No  powers  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  were  exercised  during 
the  reporting  year. 

CLEARANCE  AREAS 

On  the  5th  October,  1 954,  Official  Representation  was  made  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  regard  to  the  Kent  Street  No.  1 
and  Kent  Street  No.  2 •Clearance  Areas  comprising  in  total  27 
houses  with  87  inhabitants.  The  total  number  of  permanent  dwellings 
in  the  Local  Authority’s  area  comprises  6,819  dwellings.  According 
to  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  227  dwelling  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation  will  be  demolished  in  the  first  five  years.  The 
number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with  under  Sec.  25  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  is  134  while  those  to  be  dealt  with  under  Sec.  11  is  132. 
The  total  number  of  houses  falling  under  these  two  sections  is 
therefore  266  of  which  39  have  been  partly  dealt  with  leaving  227 
for  further  clearance. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  for  the  year  was  13  pulmonary 
and  1  non-pulmonary  as  against  26  pulmonary  and  1  non-pulmonary 
in  1953. 


AGE  PERIODS 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Respiratory 

Other 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

1 

1  to  4  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  to  9  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  14  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 5  to  1 9  years 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  24  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  34  years 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35  to  44  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  54  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  64  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

7 

6 

— 

1 

5 

2 

— 

Deaths  are  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  notified  cases  on 
the  Register. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REHOUSING 

The  rehousing  of  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  has 
progressed  favourably  during  the  reporting  year.  At  the  end  of 
1954  there  were  only  two  urgent  cases  on  the  list,  one  of  which  has 
been  approved  for  rehousing  since.  It  is  indeed  the  greatest  contri¬ 
bution  an  Urban  District  can  make  to  the  preventive  aspect  of 
Tuberculosis,  to  rehouse  with  little  delay  those  cases  where  isolation 
of  the  patient  is  not  feasible  and  overcrowding  endangers  younger 
members  of  a  family,  children  or  infants  in  particular.  Few  authorities 
can  pride  themselves  on  such  a  rehousing  record  for  Tuberculosis 
and  my  indebtedness  to  the  Urban  District  Council  for  the  great 
assistance  given  in  the  prevention  of  Tuberculous  Infection  is  here¬ 
with  expressed  in  all  sincerity. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY 

The  Dudley  Unit  of  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  visited  the 
Sedgley  Urban  District  on  the  29th  November  and  stayed  in  the 
district  for  ten  days.  3  active  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
discovered.  In  total  10  cases  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  and 
13  to  General  Practitioners.  No  further  action  was  required  for  12 
cases  while  the  total  number  of  non-tuberculous  abnormalities 
discovered  was  20.  The  detailed  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  is 
given  below:— 


Unit  Location 

Men 

Women 

Total 

X-rayed 

Gibbons  Bros.  Ltd.  . . 

398 

89 

487 

Memorial  Hall 

212 

321 

533 

Quadrant  Clinic 

260 

322 

582 

870 

732 

1,602 

A  total  of  1,602  persons  were  X-rayed 

in  the  following  groups 

Men 

Women 

Total 

X-rayed 

Public 

314 

366 

680 

Organised 

491 

272 

763 

Scholars 

65 

94 

159 

870 

732 

1,602 

Of  these,  63  were  recalled  for  large  films: — 


Public 

Organised 

Scholars 

37 

23 

3 

63 

RESULTS 

17  persons  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Director. 

(a)  Referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic 

(i)  Cases  referred  as  active  tuberculosis=3=1.8  per  th. 

(ii)  Cases  referred  as  Inactive  tuberculosis  =2 


(iii)  Other  abnormalities  referred  =5 

(b)  Referred  to  General  Practitioner 

(i)  Cases  of  Inactive  Tuberculosis  = 2 

(ii)  Other  abnormalities  ..  ..  =11 

(c)  No  further  action  required 

(i)  Cases  of  Inactive  tuberculosis  .  .  =6 

(ii)  Other  abnormalities  . .  .  .  =6 

NON-TUBERCULOSIS  ABNORMALITIES 

(i)  Pulmonary  conditions: — 

Pneumoconiosis  .  .  . .  =8 

(ii)  Other  pulmonary  conditions  .  .  =6 

(iii)  Cardiovascular  . .  . .  . .  =6 
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HOUSING 

Houses  completed  during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  De¬ 
cember,  1954  were: — 

Municipal  Houses  . .  64 

Private  Houses  . .  . .  32 

making  the  total  Municipal  Houses  completed  since  the  war 
1,091,  and  the  total  private  houses  completed  since  the  war  284. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1954  the  Stickley  Lane  Estate  was  nearing 
completion  while  progress  has  been  made  in  the  layout  and  building 
of  the  Monument  Lane,  Gibbons  Hill  Road  and  Gorge  Road  Estates. 
As  already  outlined  in  the  Report  for  the  year  1953,  the  outstanding 
areas  for  future  clearance  were  the  Upper  Gornal,  Castle  Street  and 
Lake  Street  areas. 

An  Official  Representation  was  submitted  for  the  Kent  Street 
Areas  Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  5th  October,  1954. 

The  Housing  Application  List  has  remained  considerable  and 
with  the  future  reduction  in  Municipal  development  a  revision  of 
the  list  will  become  a  necessity.  The  number  on  the  list  at  31/12/54 
was  1,184  applicants. 

From  a  medical  point  of  view  too  many  cases  are  referred  under 
medical  certificates  for  minor  conditions  in  the  hope  that  this  will 
give  the  applicants  an  earlier  consideration  for  rehousing.  This 
problem  will  also  need  a  drastic  revision  in  the  future  and  only 
major  conditions  of  disease  should  be  presented.  It  is  obvious  that 
unfit  and  damp  houses  are  apt  to  affect  the  physical  and  mental 
health  of  their  inhabitants  in  some  way  but  it  remains  nevertheless 
impossible  to  rehouse  all  complainants.  The  more  serious  complaints 
tend  therefore  to  be  drowned  in  the  flood  of  minor  complaints.  It  is 
moreover  obvious  that  a  person  suffering  from  Cardiac  Insufficiency, 
Emphysema,  Pneumoconiosis,  Hyperpiesis,  or  Articular  Rheuma¬ 
tism  living  at  the  bottom  of  a  hill  is  far  more  seriously  handicapped 
than  a  person  suffering  from  these  same  conditions  but  living  in  a 
flat  district  where  no  hill  climbing  has  to  be  done.  Apart  from  the 
diseases  or  inabilities  themselves,  the  sanitary  environment,  the 
situation  of  the  dwellings,  the  presence  or  absence  of  overcrowding, 
the  accessibility  to  transport  and  the  age  or  future  prognosis  all  play 
a  considerable  part  in  the  assessment  for  rehousing.  Serious  com¬ 
plaints  are  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  himself  who  after  taking  all 
the  mentioned  points  into  account  sends  his  recommendations  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee. 
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During  the  reporting  year  the  machinery  of  Improvement 
Grants  has  been  set  in  motion  and  applications  are  brought  before 
the  Health  Committee.  Certificates  of  Disrepair  are  dealt  with  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  property  owners  will  take  full 
advantage  of  Improvement  Grants.  Unless  this  is  done  the  ultimate 
aim  of  the  Grants  to  prevent  property  from  depreciating  too  much 
will  be  lost  and  unfit  property  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  usual 
procedure  under  Sections  9,  11  or  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


0 
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WATER 

The  Sedgley  Urban  District,  with  the  exception  of  the  Gold- 
thorn  Park  area,  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company.  The  Goldthorn  Park  area  receives  its  supply  from  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  A.  Robertson,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E., 
and  to  Mr.  Brian  L.  McMillan,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  the  respective 
Engineers-in-Chief  of  the  undermentioned  undertakings,  for  the 
following  information: — 


(a)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company 


(i)  “The  water  supply  to  the  area  in  its  several  parts  has  been 

satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  in  quantity. 

(ii)  Sedgley  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  service 
reservoirs  at  Dudley,  the  supply  to  which  can  be  main¬ 
tained  from  four  pumping  stations  in  the  Smestow  Valley 
and  two  pumping  stations  near  Lichfield.  The  greater  part 
of  the  water  supplied  to  Sedgley  comes  from  two  of  the 
Smestow  Valley  stations. 

Chlorination  is  practised  at  both  Stations  but  owing  to 
practical  difficulties,  samples  of  the  raw  water  are  not 
obtainable. 

During  1954,  206  samples  of  the  chlorinated  water  from 
the  two  pumping  stations  were  all  free  from  coliform 
bacteria.  Samples  of  the  supply  within  the  Council’s 
boundaries  were  examined  at: — 


Sedgley  Tank  No.  1. 

Sedgley  Tank  No.  2. 

Sedgley  Reservoir. 

Waterman’s  house,  Sedgley. 

During  1954,  34  samples  from  Sedgley  Tanks,  17  from 
Sedgley  Reservoir  and  16  from  the  Waterman’s  house 
were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 


The  average  results  for  1954  of  the  16  samples  ex¬ 
amined  from  the  Waterman’s  house,  Sedgley,  were: — 

p 1 1  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  7 .2 

Alkalinity  (CaC03)  ..  ..  76  parts  per  million 

Chlorides  (Cl)  . .  .  .  . .  34.0  „ 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N)  Trace  „  „  „ 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N)  Trace  „  „  „ 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N)  . .  .  .  2.6  „ 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (3  hr.  at  27°C.)  .12,, 

Temporary  Hardness  .  .  .  .  70  „  „ 

Permanent  Hardness  .  .  .  .  63 
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Total  Hardness 
Iron  (Fe) 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Zinc  (Zn) 

Poisonous  Metals  (Cu  &  Pb) 

Free  Cl 

(iii)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  no  lead 
being  found  in  any  of  the  16  samples  examined  from  the 
Waterman’s  house. 


..133  parts  per  million 
.  .  .04 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


55 

55 


55 

55 


55 

55 


55 

55 

55 

55 


55 


(iv)  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations 
as  a  precautionary  measure. 

In  cases  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of  burst 
or  damaged  mains,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency 
chlorination  is  performed.  Special  apparatus  and  staff 
are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains,  etc.,  are  not 
brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and 
pronounced  satisfactory. 

(v)  The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  houses 


supplied  and  the  approximate  population: — 

Houses 

Persons 

(a)  with  internal  supply 

5,740 

21,525 

(b)  with  tap  in  wash-house  de¬ 
tached  from  house 

428 

(c)  supplied  2  houses  to  1  wash¬ 
house  tap 

104 

(d)  supplied  3  houses  to  1  wash- 

[  1,782 

house  tap 

30 

(e)  supplied  4  houses  to  1  wash¬ 
house  tap 

24 

(f)  supplied  by  outside  tap 

37  J 

6,363 

23,307 

Note:  The  population  for  item  (a)  is 

calculated  on  a  basis 

of  3.75  persons  per  house. 


(b)  to  (f)  estimated  in  proportion 

=  2.86  persons  per  house. 


(b)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water 
Undertaking  to  the  Goldthorn  Park  area  is  derived  from  a  number 
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of  sources  of  supply,  and  the  relative  proportions  depend  on  the 
part  of  the  district  and  varying  circumstances. 

(i)  The  supply  of  water  to  the  portion  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 
District  concerned  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

(ii)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Bacteriological  ex¬ 
amination  of  water  going  into  distribution. 


Number  of 
samples  taken 

Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes  per  100  ml. 

0 

1—2 

3—10 

Over  TO 

847 

837 

9 

1 

0 

Percentage  of 
samples  taken 

98.8 

1.1 

0.1 

0 

(iii)  There  is  no  evidence  of  piumbo-solvent  action  by  the 
water  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water 
Undertaking. 

(iv)  Subsequent  to  treatment  at  the  works,  where  necessary, 
there  has  been  no  known  contamination  of  the  supply. 

(v)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Goldthorn  Park 
area  supplied  direct  is  837  and  the  population  thereof 
estimated  at  2,930.  None  is  supplied  by  standpipe. 
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sewf:rage  and  sewage  disposal 

I  am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  W.  M.  Jones,  B. Sc. (Eng.), 
A.M.I.C.E.  for  the  following  report: — 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

“Apart  from  sewers  on  Housing  Estates,  no  new  foul  or 
surface  water  sewers  were  constructed  in  the  District.  It  had 
been  hoped  to  proceed  with  a  second  Contract  for  surface  water 
drainage  at  Goldthorn  Park  Estate  where  flooding  of  roads 
and  gardens  is  very  prevalent  and  a  serious  nuisance.  This, 
however,  was  deferred  by  the  Ministry. 

With  regard  to  the  Sewage  Works,  a  scheme  for  consider¬ 
able  extension  and  modernisation  of  the  works  at  Lower  Gornal 
was  in  course  of  preparation.  This  extension  is  urgently  required 
to  cope  with  the  existing  flow  to  the  Works,  which  during  the 
year  was  considerably  increased  by  building  development  and 
in  the  near  future  will  be  about  double  by  development  by  this 
Council  and  the  Dudley  Corporation. 

At  Gospel  End  Works,  additional  sludge  drying  beds  were 
provided  and  other  measures  on  a  small  scale  were  taken  in  an 
effort  to  improve  the  standard  of  the  effluent  from  the  Works. 

Public  Conveniences 

Damage  continues  to  be  done  to  the  public  conveniences  in 
the  area,  but  this  has  not  been  as  great  as  in  previous  years  and 
it  is  hoped  that  this  is  an  indication  that  the  general  public  are 
beginning  to  respect  buildings  provided  for  their  use  and  con¬ 
venience. 

Street  Cleansing 

To  overcome  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labour  for  this 
work,  a  mechanical  road  sweeper  was  purchased  which  should 
result  in  much  more  efficient  clearing  of  the  channels  and  foot¬ 
paths. 

MUNICIPAL  CEMETERY  AND 

PROPOSED  CREMATORIUM 

The  Municipal  Cemetery  which  is  administered  by  a  Joint 
Committee  of  this  Council  and  Dudley  Corporation  was  opened 
for  burials  during  the  year.  Mr.  Rouse  of  the  Canley  Cemetery 
and  Crematorium  was  appointed  Superintendent  and  Registrar 
and  since  his  appointment  he  has  added  considerably  to  the 
amenities  which  in  a  newly  laid  out  cemetery  are  necessarily 
somewhat  restricted. 
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Administrative  Offices  have  been  built  near  the  Cemetery 
entrance  in  Chase  Road  and  will  be  ready  for  occupation  early 
in  the  New  Year. 

A  house  for  the  Superintendent  will  shortly  be  put  under 
construction,  also  at  the  Chase  Road  entrance. 

Proposals  for  a  Crematorium  on  land  adjoining  the  laid- 
out  part  of  the  Cemetery,  have  been  actively  pursued  during  the 
year  by  the  Joint  Committee.  Preliminary  drawings  were  pre¬ 
pared  and  a  model  constructed,  which  were  carefully  considered 
by  the  Committee,  and  the  position  will  be  reached  early  in  the 
New  Year  when  a  scheme  can  be  put  up  to  the  Ministry,  who 
have  already  approved  the  proposal  in  principle”. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION 

The  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  had  been  carried  out 
in  an  efficient  manner. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  DEPART¬ 
MENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


I.  Nuisances 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  inspections  of  all  kinds  made 
in  the  district  numbered  3,736. 

Arising  from  these  inspections,  312  informal  notices  were 
served  requesting  repairs,  improvements  or  the  cessation  of  un¬ 
hygienic  practices. 

In  addition,  1,188  re-inspections  were  made  to  properties  on 
which  notices  had  already  been  served,  and  345  notices,  some  of 
course  being  from  the  previous  year,  were  marked  off  as  having 
been  complied  with. 

The  informal  notices  mentioned  above  were  so  satisfactorily 
dealt  with  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  resort  to  the  service  of  a 
Statutory  Notice  on  one  occasion.  Statutory  Notices  were,  however, 
served  for  the  replacement  of  dustbins  but  this  is  dealt  with  in 
another  section  of  the  report. 

Two  cases  were  heard  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  before  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate.  These  were  matters  which  had  been  com¬ 
menced  during  1953.  In  both  cases  we  were  successful  in  obtaining 
Nuisance  Orders.  During  the  year  under  review  two  further  cases 
were  taken  to  court  (notices  served  during  1953)  one  for  a  leaking 
roof  and  the  other  for  dry  rot  and  a  leaking  hot  water  cistern.  In 
each  case  Nuisance  Orders  were  obtained  and  in  addition  the  owners 
were  fined  £2  with  costs. 

As  a  result  of  the  notices  served,  the  following  works  of  repair 
were  carried  out  to  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 


Accumulations  removed  . . 
Burst  pipes  repaired 
Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed 
Chimney  stacks  repaired  .  . 
Doors  renewed 
Drains  cleared 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 

Floors  repaired 

Hot  water  systems  repaired 

House  roofs  repaired 

Miscellaneous 

New  W.C’s.  provided 

New  sinks  provided 

Pantry  provided 

Plasterwork  repaired 


1 

4 

16 

9 

2 

10 

3 

12 

3 

31 

56 

3 

2 

1 

17 
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Sheds  removed 
Sink  waste-pipes  repaired 
Spouting  repaired 
Stair  treads  repaired 
Walls  pointed 
Washing  boilers  renewed 
W.C’s.  repaired 
Windows  repaired  . . 
Yard  paving  relaid 


4 

4 

8 

6 

3 

3 

14 

10 

2 


A  considerable  amount  of  work  was  also  carried  out  at 
premises  other  than  dwelling-houses.  This  will  be  referred  to  later 
under  the  appropriate  headings. 

II.  Housing  Act  Repairs 

No  attempt  was  made  during  the  year  to  use  Sec.  9  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  in  order  to  have  repairs  carried  out  to  property. 
In  the  last  annual  report  reasons  were  given  why  the  working  of 
this  section  was  considered  impracticable  as  far  as  this  district  at 
least  was  concerned.  If  anything,  our  views  on  this  point  have  been 
strengthened. 

There  are  other  and  better  ways  of  dealing  with  property  in 
poor  condition,  and  for  the  present  at  least  we  are  concentrating 
on  these  other  methods  in  this  district.  The  question  of  disrepair  is 
rapidly  becoming  one  of  secondary  importance  to  the  tenant.  Far 
more  important  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  housewife  and  her 
family  is  the  question  of  lack  of  modern  amenities.  In  such  cases, 
drastic  action  is  required,  but  Sec.  9  will  not  achieve  this  end. 

III.  Improvements  Grants 

Practically  nothing  had  been  done  in  this  district  with  regard 
to  Improvement  Grants  since  the  inception  of  the  idea  in  1949. 
A  few  tentative  enquiries  had  been  made  from  time  to  time,  but 
the  complicated  procedure  frightened  everyone  off. 

With  the  advent  of  the  simplified  procedure  in  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954,  a  new  impetus  has  been  given  to  the 
idea. The  matter  has  been  discussed  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the 
principle  of  giving  grants  has  been  approved.  Most  of  the  work 
will  devolve  on  the  Health  Department  which  has  been  made 
responsible  for  carrying  the  scheme  through.  The  Health  Department 
is  vitally  concerned  with  the  improvement  of  old  property  and  will 
obviously  take  an  interest  in  such  work. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  a  few  enquiries  had  been  made  regarding 
Grants,  and  the  procedure  set  in  motion.  Simplified,  as  this  procedure 
has  been  described  above,  it  is  still  too  complicated. 

The  results  arising  from  the  start  we  have  made  with  Improve¬ 
ment  Grants  will  have  to  wait  until  the  next  Annual  Report. 

So  far,  most  of  the  enquiries  we  have  received  have  been  from 
owner-occupiers,  but  we  are  planning  a  scheme  to  interest  owners 
of  tenanted  property. 
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IV.  Individual  Unfit  Houses 

During  the  summer  of  1954,  in  anticipation  of  the  requirements 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  a  complete  survey  of 
the  district  was  carried  out.  The  suggestions  of  the  department  were 
approved  by  the  Health  Committee  and  the  proposals  for  a  five  year 
programme  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  October,  1954. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936  :  Parts  II  and  III 
HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954,  Section  I 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  Local 

Authority’s  area  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  6,819 

Part  1.  The  Total  Problem 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  within  the  meaning  of  Section  9  of 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and 
suitable  for  action  under  Section  1 1  or  Section 

25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  . .  . .  227 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  ne¬ 
cessary  for  securing  the  demolition  of  all  the 

houses  in  (i)  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  5 

Part  2.  Orders  Already  Made,  etc. 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  (i)  in  clearance  areas  and 
already  covered  by  operative  clearance  or  com¬ 
pulsory  purchase  orders  or  owned  by  the 

Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clear¬ 

ance  areas  and  for  which  clearance  or  compul¬ 
sory  purchase  orders  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Minister  but  have  not  yet  become  operative  . .  nil 

Part  3.  Action  in  the  First  Five  Years 

(v)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clear¬ 
ance  areas  and  for  which  clearance  or  compul¬ 
sory  purchase  orders  are  to  be  made  or  which 
are  to  be  purchased  by  agreement  within  the 

five  years  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in 

clearance  areas  still  to  be  declared  and  which 
within  the  five  years  will  be  owned  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  will  have  been  included  in  a  clear¬ 
ance  order  or  a  compulsory  purchase  order 
submitted  to  the  Minister  .  .  . .  .  .  90 
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(vii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi) 
to  be  patched  (if  necessary)  and  retained  within 
the  five  years  under  Section  2  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  for  temporary 
accommodation 


nil 


(viii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi) 
to  be  demolished  in  the  five  years 
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(ix)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already 
comprised  in  operative  demolition  orders)  to 
be  demolished  in  the  five  years  as  a  result  of 
action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 


1936 
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During  the  second  half  of  the  year  under  review,  11  houses 
were  represented  under  Sections  11  or  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  the  following  3  houses:— 
22,  Jews  Lane 

Stickley  Cottage,  Stickley  Lane 
5,  Club  Row. 

A  Closing  Order  was  made  in  respect  of: — 

42,  Himley  Road. 

Undertakings  not  to  relet  were  accepted  in  respect  of  4  houses 
which  had  been  scheduled  as  of  architectural  or  historic  interest. 

16,  17,  18,  19,  The  Priory. 

And  3  Undertakings  to  repair  and  make  fit  were  accepted  in 
respect  of: — 

15,  Brookbank  Road 
31,  Bull  Street 
11a,  Castle  Street. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  action  had  already  been  initiated  in 
respect  of  a  number  of  other  houses  which  will  be  dealt  with  in  the 
next  Annual  Report. 

During  the  year  under  review,  we  ourselves  had  four  houses 
demolished  in  default  and  are  endeavouring  to  recover  the  cost 
of  same. 

V.  Clearance  Areas 

In  the  last  report  was  mentioned  that  the  Hermit  Street  Clearance 
Area  had  been  defined  and  was  being  dealt  with  by  means  of  a  com¬ 
pulsory  purchase  order.  During  the  year  under  review  this  order 
was  confirmed.  There  were  no  objections  and  therefore  no  Enquiry 
had  to  be  held. 
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During  1954,  two  further  clearance  areas  were  defined,  Kent 
Street  No.  1  and  Kent  Street  No.  2.  These  two  areas  are  really  one, 
but  unfortunately  are  split  by  a  public  house  which  is  in  rather 
good  condition.  The  areas  are  being  dealt  with  by  means  of  com¬ 
pulsory  purchase  orders. 

The  two  areas  include  26  houses  and  one  shop.  The  compulsory 
purchase  orders  include  another  eleven  houses  and  two  shops. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  await  the  next  report  for  the  result  of 
these  orders. 

The  following  table  is  one  required  by  the  Ministry  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 


Part  A.  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1936) 


Number  of  dwelling 
houses  demolished 
in  the  period 

Number 
of  persons 
displaced 

Unfit 

Houses 

Other 

Houses 

(1)  Land  coloured  “pink”  . . 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

(2)  Land  coloured  “grey”  . . 

— 

Nil 

— 

Part  B.  Houses  not  included  in 

Clearance  Areas 

Number  of 

Houses 

Persons 

displaced 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders 
(1)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a) 

Houses  demolished  as  a  result 
of  formal  or  informal  proce¬ 
dure  under  Section  II 

16 

22 

(b) 

Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of 
an  undertaking  given  by  the 
owners  under  Section  11  and 
still  in  force 

1 

3 
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(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Sec¬ 
tion  12) 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under 
Section  3(1) 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined 
and  Closing  Orders  substituted 
under  Section  3(2) 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscella¬ 
neous  Provisions)  Act,  1953 
Closing  Orders  made  under  Section 

10(1) . 


REPAIRS 


Informal  Action 


1 


3 


Number 
of  houses 


(4)  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered 
fit  during  the  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  re¬ 
medied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  . 

(6)  Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  for¬ 
mal  notices  (Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16) 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  . 


19 


6 
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VI.  Re-housing 

The  letting  of  all  Council-owned  houses  is  carried  out  by  the 
Health  Department. 

The  system  of  letting  is  as  follows: — 

Tenants  from  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  or  affected  by  Compulsory 

Purchase  Orders — Priority. 

The  remaining  lettings,  after  the  above  priority,  are  divided — 

20%  to  occupants  of  houses  under  Demolition  Orders,  Closing 

Orders  or  Undertakings  requiring  that  the  premises  should  be 

vacated. 

20%  to  tenants  of  sub-standard  houses. 

60%  to  the  ordinary  applicants  who  are  in  lodgings. 

The  relative  merits  of  the  applicants  in  the  last  two  categories 
are  determined  by  a  Points  Scheme.  This  Scheme  is  confidential. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  number  of  applicants  on  our 
register  was  952.  At  the  end  of  the  year  is  was  1,184.  It  cannot  be 
taken  that  this  latter  figure  reflects  the  true  housing  need  of  the 
district.  It  is  inflated  by  applicants  who  no  longer  require  housing 
accommodation,  by  those  who  have  no  real  need  for  a  house,  and  by 
numbers  from  outside  our  district  who  are  most  probably  duplicated 
on  the  lists  of  other  districts. 

During  the  year,  with  the  new  houses  available,  the  old  vacancies 
which  occurred  from  time  to  time,  and  the  exchanging  of  families  to 
more  suitable  accommodation,  we  were  enabled  to  rehouse  a  total 
of  116  families.  This  figure  is  considerably  lower  than  we  have 
achieved  in  previous  years. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  announcement  of  the  decontrol  of  slaughtering  during 
1954  came  as  a  bombshell  on  the  department.  Before  the  war  we 
had  eight  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  this  district  and  the  prospect 
of  all  these  being  brought  into  use  again  was  an  alarming  one.  We 
already  had  a  small  bacon  factory,  in  use  throughout  the  period  of 
control,  where  the  time  of  one  inspector  was  occupied  for  three 
afternoons  in  every  week. 

In  April,  a  report  was  presented  to  the  Health  Committee  on 
the  matter  in  question.  One  point  which  stood  out  was  that  the 
Local  Authority  was  required  to  ensure  that  slaughtering  facilities 
were  adequate  for  its  population.  This  ruled  out  completely  the 
formation  of  a  programme  based  on  the  advantages  of  abattoirs 
as  opposed  to  private  slaughterhouses.  The  information  before  us 
at  that  time  was  that  there  were  no  abattoir  facilities  available  for 
our  butchers.  It  appeared  essential  that  a  certain  number  of  private 
slaughterhouses  would  have  to  be  licensed. 

The  immediate  problem  was  eased  by  the  fact  that  five  of  the 
slaughterhouses  in  use  before  the  war  had  been  licensed  annually 
and  at  that  time  held  current  licenses.  This  had  been  done  in  order 
to  encourage  the  killing  of  cottagers’  pigs  and  so  prevent  cruelty 
through  their  massacre  by  back-yard  amateurs. 

It  was  decided  to  call  a  meeting  of  all  the  butchers  in  the  district, 
thus  complying  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  to  consult  the  in¬ 
terests  affected.  It  was  learnt  that  only  the  five  butchers  who  held 
current  licenses  desired  to  recommence  slaughtering. 

A  further  report  was  presented  to  the  Health  Committee  in 
June,  and  an  agreed  standard  was  laid  down  with  which  all  butchers 
with  slaughterhouses  were  asked  to  comply. 

In  the  same  month  the  necessity  arose  for  an  additional  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Not  only  was  there  the  extra  meat  inspection  to  be  done, 
but,  with  the  added  impetus  of  slum  clearance,  the  present  position 
of  two  inspectors  for  a  population  of  nearly  24,000,  with  responsi¬ 
bilities  for  public  cleansing  and  house  lettings,  was  impossible. 

Slaughtering  recommenced  in  July.  Premises  generally  were 
not  satisfactory,  but  after  strong  representation  considerable  im¬ 
provements  had  taken  place  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Hygienic  con¬ 
ditions  were  generally  not  good,  and  in  order  to  maintain  anything 
like  decent  standards,  continual  supervision  was  necessary.  Faci¬ 
lities  for  inspection  were  unsatisfactory. 

In  December,  slaughterhouse  licenses  for  6  months  only  were 
issued  for  the  bacon  factory  and  for  4  out  of  the  5  slaughterhouses 
which  then  were  licensed.  It  was  felt  that  the  standard  in  all  slaugh¬ 
tering  premises  was  not  high  enough  to  warrant  any  extension  beyond 
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6  months  until  further  improvements  were  made.  The  slaughterhouse 
for  which  the  license  was  refused  was  in  our  opinion  in  such  a  con¬ 
dition  that  slaughtering  could  not  take  place  there  satisfactorily. 

At  the  same  time  applications  for  slaughtermen’s  licenses  were 
examined  carefully  and  a  report  on  each  man  was  given  to  the 
Committee.  Out  of  21  applications,  17  were  granted,  some  with 
restrictions,  and  4  were  refused. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected 
was  as  follows. 

Cattle  . .  . ,  . .  619 

Pigs  . .  . .  . .  4,448 

Sheep  . .  . .  . .  3,647 

Calves  . .  . .  . .  25 

With  regard  to  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  consumption, 
the  following  table  gives  the  general  position. 

CATTLE  (including  calves) 

Number  killed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  644 

Number  inspected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  644 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . .  . .  . .  0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  • •  197 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  tuberculosis  . .  . .  30.6 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . .  . .  . .  1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . .  . .  . .  . .  • •  • •  32 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 

with  tuberculosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  5.1 

PIGS 

Number  killed  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  4,448 

Number  inspected  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  4,448 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . .  . .  . .  11 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . .  . .  • •  • •  • •  • •  218 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 

with  disease  other  than  tuberculosis  , ,  5.2 
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Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . .  . .  . .  3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  299 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 

with  tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6.8 

SHEEP 

Number  killed  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  3,647 

Number  inspected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,647 

All  diseases 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  817 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 

with  disease  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22.4 


The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was  6  tons  6  cwts.  and  5  lbs. 

All  premises  where  food  is  manufactured,  stored  or  sold  are 
visited  as  often  as  circumstances  permit. 


The  number  and  description  of  the  various  types  of  food 


premises  in  the  district  are  as  follows: — 

Restaurants,  Hotels,  Cafes,  Canteens,  etc.  . .  13 

Preserved  food  manufacturers  .  .  , .  . .  7 

Fried  fish  shops  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  14 

Butchers’  shops  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  21 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Public  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  53 

Other  food  premises  (mainly  shops)  .  .  .  .  97 


Restaurants,  etc.  In  this  district  there  is  one  residential  hotel,  a 
civic  restaurant,  five  snack  bars,  four  works’  canteens,  and  two 
school  kitchens.  All  these  have  been  visited  regularly  and  the  general 
standard  of  hygiene  is  good.  The  premises,  in  most  cases,  are  small, 
and  having  been  converted  to  their  present  purpose  from  some  other 
use,  are  not  ideally  designed.  The  hotel,  the  civic  restaurant,  one 
of  the  works’  canteens  and  the  school  kitchens  are  well  equipped 
and  maintained. 

Preserved  food  manufacturers.  These  premises  are  mainly  in  con¬ 
nection  with  butchery  business,  and  the  work  done  consists  of  the 
manufacture  in  a  relatively  small  way  of  sausages,  pork  pies,  pressed 
meat,  and  so  on.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  these  premises 
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because  of  the  potential  danger  to  the  consumer.  We  should  like  to 
state  that  all  is  well  in  this  connection,  but  unfortunately  that  happy 
position  has  not  yet  been  reached. 

Fried  fish  shops.  On  the  whole,  the  fried  fish  shops  are  well- 
equipped  and  well-maintained.  There  are,  however,  two  or  three 
which  drop  well  below  the  standard  of  the  district.  Repeated  attempts 
to  improve  these  premises  have  not  been  very  successful.  In  this 
respect,  we  are  somewhat  handicapped  by  the  Local  Authority 
ruling  that  such  premises  should  not  be  registered. 

Butchers’  shops.  While  the  butchers’  shops  on  the  whole  are 
satisfactory,  three  or  four  are  definitely  not.  In  our  opinion,  there 
is  little  that  can  be  done  to  these  particular  premises  apart  from 
drastic  alterations  and  extensions,  or  else  closing  them.  Early  action 
in  this  direction  is  contemplated. 

Bakehouses.  The  number  of  bakehouses  in  the  district  is  declining 
year  by  year.  The  six  premises  still  in  the  district  are  clean  and  well- 
maintained,  although  some  are  in  very  old  buildings.  We  had  no 
cause  for  complaint  throughout  the  year  with  regard  to  any  of  the 
bakehouses. 


Public  houses.  As  many  of  the  public  houses  as  possible  were 
visited  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  observed  was  generally  good. 
There  is  still  a  great  deal  to  be  done,  however,  in  this  matter.  Many 
of  the  premises  are  old  and  so  designed  that  nothing  short  of  demo¬ 
lition  and  rebuilding  could  make  satisfactory  accommodation  out 
of  them.  Some  important  points  are  engaging  our  attention  at  the 
moment,  such  as  the  inadequacy  and  obsoleteness  of  much  of  the 
sanitary  accommodation,  the  washing  of  glasses,  and  the  use  to 
which  waste  beer  or  overspill  is  put. 

Other  food  premises.  With  97  shops  selling  food,  in  addition  to 
the  premises  mentioned  above,  adequate  and  constant  inspection 
was  well-nigh  impossible.  Many  of  the  small  shops  are  only  part- 
time  affairs.  Premises  like  these  and  other  small  shops  with  in¬ 
adequate  facilities  for  storage  of  supplies,  cleansing  of  equipment 
or  washing  of  hands  should  be  restricted  to  the  sale  of  pre-packed 
goods.  The  larger  shops  were  all  visited  on  several  occasions  during 
the  year. 


Ice  cream.  There  are  now  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the 
district.  All  retailers  sell  pre-packed  ice  cream  supplied  by  one  or 
other  of  the  well-known  large  manufacturers.  There  is  consequently, 
not  the  same  need  to  take  many  samples  for  examination.  We  give 
below  the  results  of  samples  taken  over  the  last  three  years. 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


1952  1953  1954 

17  22  11 

24  4  2 

6  2  1 

13  0  0 
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Inspection  of  other  foods.  Food  stuff's  of  all  kinds  are  examined 
from  time  to  time  in  the  shops,  and  during  the  year  the  following 
was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

88  tins  of  fruit 
65  tins  of  meat 
35  tins  of  vegetables 
18  tins  of  milk 
16  tins  of  fish 
12  tins  of  cream 
4  tins  of  cat  food 
3  tins  of  apple  sauce 
3  tins  of  meat  paste 
2  tins  of  soup 
1  tin  of  spaghetti 
29j  lbs.  of  cheese 
1£  stone  of  fish. 

Galtee  Cream.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Birmingham 
Flealth  Department  discovered  B.  Typhosus  in  a  tin  of  Galtee  cream, 
and  the  news  was  broadcast.  Householders  were  asked  to  return  to 
their  local  Health  Departments  any  such  cream  in  their  possession. 

One  tin  was  handed  in  to  this  department,  but  analysis  proved 
it  to  be  negative.  All  shops  in  the  district  were  visited,  but  only  one 
was  found  to  have  a  stock  of  this  particular  cream.  This  was  later 
checked  with  the  wholesalers  who  confirmed  that  only  one  shop  in 
the  area  had  been  supplied  with  this  cream. 

All  remaining  tins  were  removed  from  this  shop  and  one  tin 
from  each  serial  number  was  submitted  for  analysis.  All  proved 
negative. 

Spaghetti.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  our  attention  was  drawn  to  a 
large  consignment  of  tinned  spaghetti  and  meat  sauce  which  had 
been  presented  to  a  children’s  home  within  the  district.  Apart  from 
the  high  percentage  of  blown,  damaged  and  rusty  tins,  the  condition 
of  the  food  in  the  apparently  good  tins  was  such  as  to  cause  us 
great  concern,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  were  about 
5,000  tins  in  all.  A  number  of  samples  from  the  best  looking  tins 
were  analysed  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically.  Most  of  the 
tins  showed  that  the  metal  was  beginning  to  be  attacked,  and 
although  the  amount  of  metal  in  the  food  was  below  the  actual 
danger  limit,  the  cumulative  affect  of  consuming  this  food  over  a 
period  of  time  by  children  could  not  be  overlooked.  Enquiries  from 
the  manufacturers,  when  given  details  of  the  code  numbers  on  the 
tins,  showed  that  they  were  very  old.  In  fact,  the  manufacturing 
firm  was  no  longer  in  existence  and  its  successors  could  not  trace 
how  old  the  food  was,  apart  from  the  fact  that  it  dated  back  at  least 
to  the  war  years.  After  careful  consideration  we  decided  to  condemn 
the  entire  5,000  tins. 
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Poultry.  During  the  months  of  November  and  December  poultry 
was  inspected  in  the  shops  to  the  following  extent. 

Fowls  Turkeys  Geese  Pheasants 
4,794  1,896  705  124 

One  fowl  and  one  pheasant  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

Milk  Licenses.  Milk  licenses  were  approved  and  issued  as  follows: 


Supplementary — Pasteurized  .  .  .  .  9 

Supplementary — -Tuberculin-tested  . .  9 

Supplementary — Sterilized  . .  .  .  10 

Dealers  Pasteurized  . .  . .  .  .  5 

Dealers  Tuberculin-tested  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Dealers  Sterilized  .  .  . .  . .  . .  38 


Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs.  Samples  of  food  taken  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  within  this  district  during  the  year  are 
detailed  below.  As  this  district  is  not  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority, 
sampling  of  food  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 


Milk 

Milk  Pasteurized  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Milk  Sterilized  . .  . .  . .  .  .  23 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurized  . .  . .  . .  20 

Milk  T.T.  Channel  Island  .  .  . .  4 

Milk  T.T .  7 

Milk  Accredited  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 


77 


Total  number  of  milk  samples  taken  77.  All  genuine. 


General  Foods 

Number  of  Samples  taken  . .  . .  84 

Number  of  Samples  Genuine  . .  . .  80 

Number  of  Samples  Adulterated  . .  4 
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Classification  of  General  Foods 

Antacid  Powder 
Shredded  Beef  Suet  (2  samples) 
Lunch  Meat 
Strawberries  in  Syrup 
Lemon  Cheese  (FFS) 

Banana  Rolls 
Grapefruit 
Meat  Pudding 
White  Pepper  (4  samples) 
Ground  Cinnamon 
Coconut  Whipped  Cream 
Dainties 

Ground  Ginger  (3  samples) 
Laxative  Chocolate 
Stuffed  Pork  Roll 
Malt  Vinegar  (2  samples) 
Processed  Peas 
Semolina  (2  samples) 

Sweetened  Sponge  Mixture 
Minced  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Irish  Beef  and  Vegetables 
Tomato  Juice 
Demerara  Sugar 
Raspberry  Jam  (FFS) 

Dressed  Crab 
Tea 

Self  Raising  Flour 
Margarine 

Danish  Butter  (2  samples) 
Vegetable  Fat  Shortening 
Horseradish  Relish 
Garden  Peas  (2  samples) 

Pure  Lard  (3  samples) 

Dripping 
Custard  Powder 
Arrowroot 
Corn  Flour 


Cake  Flour  (Sweetened  with 
pure  sugar) 

Lemon  Barley 

Fruit  Salad  in  heavy  syrup 

Plain  White  Flour 

Flaked  Beef  Suet 

Chutney 

Plasmel 

Golden  Marzipan 
Sweetened  Cake  Flour 
Raspberry  Flavour  Crystals 
Plum  Jam  (FFS) 

Beef  Casserole 
Beef  Sausage 
Pork  Sausage  containing 
preservative 

Quinine  and  Iron  Tonic 
Raspberry  Vinegar 
Ground  Rice 

Sugar  Sweetened  Egg  S.R.  Flour 

Scotch  Broth 

Mincemeat 

Blackcurrant  Jam  (FFS) 

Instant  Whip 
Ground  mixed  Spice 
Turkish  Delight 
Malted  Slippery  Elm  Food 
Cake  Flour  (Sugar  Sweetened) 
Mix 

Stewed  Steak 
Corned  Beef 

Olives  (stuffed  with  fillets  of 
Anchovies  in  Brine) 

French  Dressing 
Moutarde  Francaise 
Mint  Jelly 
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Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples 

Corned  Beef— contained  lead  in  excess  of  5  parts — per  million. 

Ground  Ginger — Deficient  of  90%  Alcohol-soluble  extract. 

Mint  Jelly — Mint  present  is  less  than  the  amount  of  sugar  and  less 
than  the  amount  of  vinegar  present  and  contravenes  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order. 

Quinine  and  Iron  Tonic — Contains  20%  excess  of  both  Qui¬ 
nine  and  Iron. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  73  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Of  these  samples,  34  were  submitted 
to  the  phenol-phthalein  test  and  passed;  the  same  34  to  the  phos- 
phatease  test  and  passed;  16  samples  of  sterilized  milk  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  turbidity  test  and  passed;  48  samples  were  submitted 
to  the  methylene  blue  test,  46  of  which  passed  and  2  failed;  and  9 
were  submitted  for  a  biological  test  for  tuberculosis  all  proving 
negative. 


Work  carried  out  at  Food  Premises.  As  a  result  of  the  inspections 
at  the  various  food  premises  in  the  district,  the  following  works  or 
improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  year  as  the  result  of 
informal  notices  served. 


Ceilings  whitewashed  or  painted 
Food  premises  generally  cleaned  up 
Floors  cleansed 
Premises  painted 
Slaughterhouse  defects  remedied 
Limewashing  carried  out 


10 

41 

28 

4 

21 

18 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Dustbins.  The  temporary  storage  of  refuse  at  its  source  is  the  first 
plank  in  the  public  cleansing  service.  A  weakness  here  can  adversely 
affect  the  whole  service.  In  Sedgley  we  endeavour  to  have  a  2\  cubic 
foot  British  Standard  Specification  dustbin  adopted  as  standard 
equipment  at  all  premises.  We  recommend  this  bin  on  all  occasions 
and  we  supply  it  to  Council  owned  property  when  replacements  are 
required.  Otherwise  we  must  accept  the  bins  supplied  by  the  various 
property  owners,  generally  a  much  inferior  bin  for  which  they  have 
probably  paid  a  higher  price.  Even  contractors  building  new  Council 
houses  continually  supply  inferior  bins.  The  complaint  comes  three 
or  four  years  later  when  the  bins  have  worn  out  instead  of  lasting 
10—12  years  on  average. 

With  regard  to  the  replacement  of  defective  dustbins,  while  we 
have  yet  had  no  serious  difficulty  in  this  respect,  the  matter  is  a 
continual  source  of  annoyance.  We  cannot  start  action  for  the 
replacement  of  a  bin  until  it  is  actually  broken,  leaking  or  dangerous 
in  some  way.  Any  earlier  action  will  result  in  complaints  from  the 
owner,  that  the  bin  is  still  serviceable.  When  the  defective  bin  is 
eventually  reported,  an  informal  notice  is  served  (in  all  cases  on  the 
owner  of  the  property),  requesting  its  replacement.  The  Health 
Committee  require  the  department  to  wait  21  days  before  reporting 
the  matter  to  them.  If  a  Committee  is  missed  even  by  a  day,  it  means 
a  wait  of  another  month,  or  perhaps  two  months,  before  a  Statutory 
Notice  can  be  served.  After  another  month  we  can  supply  in  default. 
This  can  easily  mean  four  months  during  which  the  men  have  to 
carry  out  a  bin,  perhaps  without  handles,  one  with  jagged  edges,  or 
one  which  spills  refuse  over  the  path  and  street.  It  also  means  at 
least  three  inspections  to  every  property  where  a  bad  bin  is  not 
immediately  replaced. 

All  this  could  be  obviated  by  a  municipal  dustbin  scheme  as 
adopted  by  many  authorities.  In  Sedgley  the  question  of  a  municipal 
dustbin  scheme  has  been  debated  on  three  occasions  and  rejected 
each  time. 

Refuse  Collection.  A  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained  in 
Sedgley  for  several  years  past.  We  had  no  difficulty  in  maintaining 
that  service  throughout  the  year.  Our  bin  bonus  scheme  doubtless 
helped  very  considerably  towards  that  end. 

The  district  is  divided  into  three  sections,  each  worked  by  a 
driver  and  four  loaders.  Shelvoke  and  Drewery  vehicles  are  used 
for  transport. 

Refuse  Disposal.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 
During  the  year,  the  tip  at  Holloway  Street  was  closed  and  operations 
moved  to  a  tip  in  Humphrey  Street  which  had  not  been  used  for 
several  years. 
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No  serious  trouble  was  experienced  on  the  tips  during  the  year. 
There  were  no  infestations  of  rats  nor  of  insect  pests.  We  had  com¬ 
plaints  from  near-by  residents  when  we  moved  to  Humphrey  Street. 
The  complaints  were  entirely  groundless. 

Salvage.  During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  cease  the  collection  of 
kitchen  waste.  This  had  never  been  a  very  hygienic  branch  of  work. 
Part  of  the  district  had  been  served  by  street  bins,  regularly  knocked 
over  by  youths  and  horses.  Staking  the  bins  did  not  stop  youths  from 
their  mischief.  Certain  estates  had  been  served  by  individual  con¬ 
tainers.  Although  much  more  hygienic,  this  section  was  very  costly 
to  run,  and  the  whole  service  was  being  run  at  a  loss. 

The  only  material  we  now  salvage  is  waste  paper.  There  is  still 
a  good  market  for  this,  but  we  find  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  the 
quantities  our  population  suggests  we  should.  The  type  of  our  dis¬ 
trict,  however,  must  have  a  bearing  on  this. 

The  income  from  waste  paper  sold  during  the  year  was  £464. 
The  total  income  from  salvage  was  £541. 

Trade  Refuse.  Few  trade  refuse  accounts  are  sent  out  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  as  we  have  practically  no  trade  refuse.  A  few  small  factories 
have  one  or  two  bins  and  the  same  applies  to  a  few  shopkeepers. 
This  refuse  is  collected  with  the  ordinary  household  refuse.  The 
total  income  from  trade  refuse  was  £64. 

Chemical  Closets.  Over  one  hundred  houses  in  outlying  or  un¬ 
sewered  parts  of  the  district  have  chemical  closets.  These  are  emptied 
and  recharged  once  or  twice  per  week  according  to  circumstances. 
Two  men  are  employed  on  this  task  and  a  serious  position  may  arise 
in  the  very  near  future.  Both  men  are  old-age  pensioners  and  they 
cannot  continue  this  work  for  ever.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  if  we 
could  find  other  men  to  carry  on  this  work. 

The  local  authority  has  been  opposed  to  asking  the  occupiers 
of  these  houses  to  empty  their  own  chemical  closets.  While  it  is 
admitted  that  many  people,  in  rural  parts  of  the  country  do  this  for 
themselves,  once  people  have  had  the  advantage  of  a  municipal 
service,  they  will  not  go  back  willingly  to  self-help. 

If  any  conversions  have  to  be  carried  out,  this  should  be  done. 
It  will  mean  the  provision  of  cesspools.  The  Surveyor’s  Department, 
who  are  responsible  for  emptying  cesspools,  cannot  cope  adequately 
with  their  present  commitments  in  this  direction.  So,  conversions 
are  not  being  pressed  at  the  moment. 

Costs.  Public  cleansing  is  an  expensive  business  and  the  department 
is  run  at  the  lowest  possible  cost  with  efficiency.  We  give  below  our 
costs  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1954.  These  are  extracted  from 
the  Annual  Costing  Returns  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government.  The  figures  can  be  compared  with  certain 
averages  which  are  taken  from  the  same  official  returns. 
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In  examining  these  figures,  little  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
Nett  Cost  per  Ton.  Many  districts,  probably  the  majority,  do  not 
weigh  their  refuse,  and  most  districts  tend  to  over-estimate  the 
weight  of  same.  This  is  clearly  shown  from  the  table.  The  effect  of 
over-estimating  the  weight  of  refuse  is  a  reduction  in  the  nett  cost 
per  ton.  Such  figures  are  valueless. 


The  Nett  Cost  per  1,000  population  is  the  column  which  shows 
the  position  more  accurately.  Sedgley’s  costs  are  seen  to  be  below 
the  average  throughout  the  country.  The  total  costs  for  the  depart¬ 
ment  are  as  follows: — 


Collection  (labour) 
Collection  (transport) 
Disposal  (labour) 
Disposal  (transport) 


£6,975 

2,723 

728 

780 


£11,206 


less  income  from 
less  income  from 


salvage  £541 

trade  refuse  £64 


605 


Net  Cost  £10,601 


When  this  cost  is  divided  among  the  6,623  premises  (figure  for 
the  year  to  which  the  costs  relate),  it  comes  to  just  under  £1  12s.  per 
house  per  annum,  or  about  7  pence  per  week. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  MATTERS 

Smoke  Abatement.  Some  trouble  was  experienced  during  the  year 
through  excessive  smoke  emission  from  two  premises,  one  a  large 
hospital  and  the  other  a  bacon  factory. 

In  the  hospital,  two  Lancashire  boilers,  neither  of  them  very 
modern,  are  unable  to  cope  with  the  demands  made  upon  them. 
Since  nationalisation,  this  hospital  has  been  extended  considerably 
as  regards  its  steam  requirements.  A  new  laundry  is  one  of  the  recent 
additions.  The  boiler  plant  cannot  cope  with  the  demand. 

The  trouble  at  the  bacon  factory  is  the  result  of  a  small  verticrd 
boiler  continually  using  the  wrong  type  of  fuel  in  spite  of  repeated 
advice,  and  more  often  than  not,  carelessly  stoked. 

Many  visits  were  made  to  these  two  premises  and  we  believe 
that  the  trouble  will  at  least  be  kept  to  a  minimum  in  future. 

During  the  year,  reports  were  made  to  the  Health  Committee 
on  the  establishment  of  smoke  control  areas  on  future  housing  sites. 
The  Council  eventually  approved  the  principle,  but  on  a  voluntary 
basis  at  present. 

All  new  Council  houses  will  now  be  fitted  with  approved  grates 
for  burning  smokeless  fuels  and  all  tenants  are  being  instructed  that 
coal  must  not  be  used  in  their  homes. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board, 
who  have  guaranteed  adequate  supplies  of  coke.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  the  scheme  will  be  a  success,  or  whether  the  Council 
will  have  to  consider  making  the  use  of  smokeless  fuels  a  condition 
of  tenancy. 


Rodent  Control.  There  is  little  to  report  under  this  heading,  save 
that  when  complaints  are  received  they  are  dealt  with.  Council  pro¬ 
perty  and  other  premises  where  rats  might  conceivably  breed,  are 
visited  regularly  and  treated  when  the  occasion  demands  it.  The 
sewers  in  the  district  were  treated  on  two  occasions,  and  visits  of 
inspection  were  paid  to  farms  to  seek  evidence  of  rodent  infestation. 

Apart  from  the  treatment  of  the  sewers,  Warfarin  was  the  poison 
used  exclusively  throughout  the  year.  No  serious  infestations  were 
discovered  throughout  the  period. 

Insect  Pests.  Perhaps  because  of  a  rather  cold,  wet  summer,  we 
had  fewer  complaints  about  insects  during  the  year  than  we  ever 
remember.  The  refuse  tip  was  treated  with  gammexane,  but  to  avoid 
the  danger  of  building  up  resistant  strains  of  flies  through  sub- 
lethal  doses,  we  used  rather  heavy  concentrations  of  the  insecticide 
at  intervals,  rather  than  continual  treatment  with  smaller  quantities. 
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Factories.  Although  this  is  not  an  industrial  area  and  we  have 
only  a  few  large  undertakings,  there  are  numerous  small  businesses 
employing  only  a  few  workers  each.  These  small  factories  constitute 
quite  a  problem.  Many  of  the  premises  are  old  and  dilapidated, 
sanitary  accommodation  is  badly  maintained,  and  a  general  air  of 
untidiness  prevails.  Attempts  to  improve  such  premises  were  made 
as  often  as  our  limited  staff  permitted. 

With  regard  to  the  larger  undertakings,  inspections  included 
not  only  the  sanitary  accommodation,  but  canteen  facilities,  boiler 
plant  and  dust  arresting  appliances,  and  sewage  disposal  arrange¬ 
ments  where  sewer  facilities  are  not  available. 

Shops  Acts.  Little  trouble  was  experienced  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  shops  generally.  Front  premises  are  mostly  clean,  back 
premises  and  yards  often  rather  untidy. 

Shops  where  assistants  are  employed  were  given  priority  in 
such  inspections,  and  on  several  occasions  attention  had  to  be 
drawn  to  the  lack  of  notices  exhibited  for  such  matters  as  half¬ 
holidays,  hours  of  young  persons,  etc. 

With  regard  to  hours  of  closing,  no  complaints  were  received, 
and  on  occasional  tours  through  the  district  after  hours  no  cause  for 
complaint  was  discovered.  The  opening  of  certain  mixed  shops  of 
the  small  kind  on  the  weekly  half-holiday,  however,  is  still  a  possible 
source  of  trouble. 

Conclusion.  In  this  report  we  have  omitted  some  of  the  tables  of 
figures  which  we  have  given  in  the  past.  We  feel  that  much  of  this  is 
of  little  interest  and  actually  means  very  little.  But,  we  conclude  the 
report  with  a  table  giving  the  number  of  inspections  carried  out 
for  various  purposes  to  different  kinds  of  premises. 


Ants  (treatment  carried  out)  . .  .  .  . .  18 

Dustbins  (inspections)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  132 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  31 

Canteens,  Cafes,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  Ill 

Chemical  closets  (report  on  conversions)  . .  121 

Council  house  inspections..  ..  ..  ..  253 

Cesspools  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Disinfection  of  premises  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  19 

Drainage  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Dairies  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  11 

Demolition  of  property  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  32 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  57 

Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  262 
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Factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  108 

Houses  under  the  Public  Health  Act  . .  . .  103 

Houses  under  the  Housing  Act  . .  .  .  71 

Housing  Survey  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  411 

Interviews  on  site  . .  . .  ..  ..  ..  114 

Visits  re  letting  of  Council  houses  .  .  .  .  377 

Licensed  premises  (public  houses)  . .  .  .  48 

Meat  Shops  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  71 

Public  Cleansing  visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  236 

Piggeries  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  16 

Rats  and  Mice  destruction  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 

Water  samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  7 

Smoke  abatement  .  .  . .  . .  . .  41 

Slaughterhouses  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  686 

Shops  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

Sheds,  etc.  (Council  houses)  . .  . .  . .  32 

Caravans  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Upper  Gornal  redevelopment  . .  . .  . .  158 

Lower  Gornal  redevelopment  . .  . .  . .  44 

Sedgley  redevelopment  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 


3,736 


53 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948. 

Part  1. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  Inspections  made 

by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


PREMISES 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

8 

9 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

62 

107 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 

workers’  Premises) 

Total 

70 

116 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

PARTICULARS 

Referred 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

To 

H.M. 

Inspector 

By 

H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

6 

— 

1 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  OUTWORK. 


Section  1 10 

Number  of 
Out-Workers 

Number  of 
cases  of  default 
in  sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

Number  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure  to 
supply  lists 

Wearing  Apparel  (Making,  etc.) 

11 

— 

— 

Total 

11 

— 

— 

. 


. 
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